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Background

From the IAWN Statement of Intent:
“The intent of the International Asteroid Warning Network (IAWN) is to 
establish a worldwide effort to detect, track, and physically characterize near-
Earth objects (NEOs) to determine those that are potential impact threats to 
Earth. This network is comprised of a partnership of scientific institutions, 
observatories, and other interested parties performing observations, orbit 
computation, modeling, and other scientific research related to the impact 
potential and effects of asteroids.”

Currently 50 signatories from over 20 countries

IAWN is a worldwide collaboration of asteroid observers and 
modelers that was recommended by the United Nations
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IAWN shall warn of predicted impacts exceeding a 
probability of 1% for all objects characterized to be greater 
than 10 meters in size* 

Notification by IAWN - Threshold

Reference: Report SMPAG-RP-003 on Recommended Criteria & Thresholds for Action for 
Potential NEO Impact Threat (led by IAWN) at smpag.net

*Roughly equivalent to absolute magnitude of 28 if only brightness data can be collected.
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The IAWN Coordinating Officer or a member of the IAWN 
Steering Committee will notify:

Notification by IAWN – Who?

• Chair, Space Mission Planning Advisory Group (SMPAG)

• United Nations Office of Outer Space Affairs (UNOOSA)

• UNOOSA will notify UN Member States

IAWN signatories will also notify and work with their own governments 
according to their own national policies, as applicable.
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• Additional details and risk assessment will be briefed 
by respective IAWN subject matter experts

• Based on this IAWN notification, SMPAG has 
recommended that a reconnaissance mission be 
quickly developed and launched

Exercise Exercise
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